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¢ Cervantes Saavedra, é
“a boat with a history” '
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% educate is to make the most of our students’ qualities and abilities- to
help them achieve their true potentlal. To educate is to provide our students with the
knowledge, abilities and tools necessary to achieve personal and social success. To educate
is to discover the core characteristics of the different world in which we now live and in
which our students will have to live both their social and their professional lives. Today, this
preparation for life cannot be limited to the mere passing on of knowledge; it requires learning
how to adapt one’s behaviour, adopting as a principal goal those dimensions of learning which
impact positively on the advancement of civilisation and culture.

The practice of only focusing on memorising facts is obsolete and instead we should look to a pedagogy
which encourages creativity and innovation through a continuous learning process. As a response to the
apathy generated by ‘traditional education’ we need to respond by offering other areas of exploration, both
within the classroom and outside it, experiences which promote leadership values, team work and
cooperation, in an on-going effort to reach our goals.

Since its beginnings, the SEK International Institution has pioneered the provision of programmes where these

essential qualities of personality may be developed in order to meet the demands of our evolving society, not only

to permit our students to engage with new technological paradigms, but also, at its core, to help make sense of
new developments in the world, preparing them for these new universes where much remains still undiscovered.

We do not yet know the professions which will be practised in twenty years’ time. We can be sure as to what
will be their basic requirements; teamwork, constancy, excellence, promoting quality... And in order
to prepare our students for this unpredictable world, our Institution continues to create new flexible
ways of learning that will contribute positively to the development of these competences.

It is through our extracurricular activities, in which students, in an environment very different
to the classroom, enrich aspects of their personality, that we respond to these new demands
and requirements.

To this end, the SEK Institution was the first to design and put into practice its
White Week, and, later, its Green Week. The results exceeded even the most
optimistic expectations. And now, with the same intention of helping
our students to develop holistically, we ate offering to our schools

a “BLUE WEEK™.

" learning, opening up like the waves breaking against the bow.
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%re offering a thrilling sea-crossing, which will allow our
participants to discover the High Seas, its ports and places of
cultural significance.
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The programme is being offered to students studying in Secondary School through
to Sixth Form. Participants will be accompanied throughout by a team of teachers,
a doctor and the boat’s crew

The sea sniles
towards the far foam peaks,
the lips of heaven

(Luis de Gongora y Argote)

Blue Week

%e classroom is no longer framed by the mountains covered with perpetual snow that mark
White Week, nor by the forests and jungle that mark Green Week. The new frame is the Sea.

The Sea covers the major part of our planet. It is a pathway for development and a
crucial element in our economy and culture. The Sea is a key to the understanding of
our history. Life on board our ‘school afloat’ is an unsurpassable opportunity to learn
through the development of some of mankind’s most fundamental values and
qualities: courage, effort, friendship, cooperation, the ability to meet challenges
head on...as well as, naturally, an opportunity to acquire and practise the
basics of navigation. History, Geography, Meteorology, Astronomy and
Ecology will all be experienced as opportunities for inter-disciplinary
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%roughout the sea journey our students wrll have the P
opportunity to acquire the fo]lowmg sk]lls ' :

- o Knot-making- learning about the d1fferent types of kn‘_dts a,rrd
their practical uses '
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o Hirst Aid, as necessary at Sea as on Land
o A formal qualification (for those aged 16 and abov@ /

- International sea norms o

- Naval technology -~
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And above all, develop the values r:hat today¥ aﬁd ﬁlwayS,
help make us better people Il \ \ \. ul..l\\\ \
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